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HE Pleafures of the Imagination are not 
wholly confined to fuch particular Authors 
as are converfant id material Obdjeas, 
but are often to be met with . mong 
ye Polite Matters ot Morality, Criticifin, and 
ier Speculations - abitraéted trom Matter; who, 
feMmoogh they do not directly treat of the vifi- 
Md a. arts Of Nature, often draw from them their 
“Yale nititudes, Metaphors, and Allegories. By thefe 
gions a Truth in the Underftanding is as it 
ne reflected by’ the imagiuation ; we are able 
yfee fomething like Colour and Shape in a Noti- 
and to difcover a Scheme of Thoughts traced out 
on Metter. And here the Mind receives a great 
Mal ot Satisfaction, and has.two of its Faculties 
maified at the tame tane, while the Fancy is bufy 
copying after the Underftanding, and tranfcribing 
as out of the Intclle€tual World into the Mate. 
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bvcul The Great Art of a Writer fhews it felf in the 
igqpuotce, of pleafing Allutions, which are generally 
bataken from the great-or beautiful Works oF 
or Nature ; for though whatever is New or Un- 
“pomon is apt to delight the Imagination, the chief 
Mfign of an Allufion being to illuftrate and explain 
iePaflages of au Author, it theuld be al Ways bor- 
wed from what is more knowp and common, 
nthe Paflages which areto be explained. 
‘Alegories, when well chofen, are like fo many 
wallracks of Light in a Difcourfe, thar make every 
tegping about therm clear and beautiful. A noble Me- 
hor, when it is piaced to an Advantage, cafts a 
dof Glory rowed it, and darts a Luftre through 
whole Sentence: Thefe different Kinds of Allu- 
mn are but fo many different Mauners of Simili- 
fe, and, that they may pleafe the Imagination, 
Likenefs ought to be very exaét, or very agree- 
be,as we love to fee a Pi¢ture where the Refem-. 
eis juft, or the Pofture and Air graceful. But 
often find eminent Writers very faulty in this re- 
bie; great Scholars are apt to fetch their Compa- 
basand Allutions from the Sciences in which they 


pmpafs of their Learning ina Treatife on the moft 
different Subje&. | have reada Difcourfe upon 
ve, which none but a profound Chymift could an- 
land, ‘and have heard many a Sermon that ‘hould 
ly have been preached before a Congregation of 
itians. On the contrary, your Men of Bufi- 
is ufually have recourfe to fuch Inttances as are 
mean and familiar. They are for drawing the 
det into a Game of Cheis or Tennis, or for 
ting him from Shopto Shop, in the Cant of par- 
wt Trades and Emptoyments. I¢ is certain, there 
Y be found an infinite Variety of very agreeable 
llufions in both thefe kinds, but, forthe generali- 
the moft entertaining ones lie in the Works of 
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Mture,which are Obvious to all Capacities,and more 
‘ighttul than what is to be found in Arts and 
me es, 








molt converfant, fo that a Man may fee the. 


It is this Talent of affeting the Imagination, that 
gives an Embellifhmenc to good Senfe, and makes 
one Visn’s Compofitions more agreeable than. ane- 
ther’s. It fects off all Writings in general, but is 
the very Life and. highelt Perfeétion of Poetry. 
Where ic fhines in un Eminent Degree, it has pre- 
ferved feveral ioems for many Ages, that have no- 
thing elfe to recommend them; and where all the 
other Beauties are preient, the Work appears dry 
and intipid, if this tingle one be wanting. {t has 
fometising in it like Creation; itbellowsa kind of 
Exiftence. and draws up to we Keader’s View, fe- 
veral Objc€ts which are net to de tound in Being, It 
makes Aduitions to Nature, and gives a greater 
varicty to God's Works. In a word, it is able 
to beautifie and adorn the moft iiluftt.sus Scenes 
in the Univerfe, or to fill the Mind with more 
glorious Shows and Apparitions, than can befound 
in any Part of ic. : 

We have now dcifcavered the feveral Original 
of thofe Pleafures tbat gratifie che Fancy ; and here, 
perhaps, i¢ would not be very difficult to caft un- 
der their proper Heads thofe contrary Odjeas, that 
are apt to fill it with Diltafte and Terrour; for the 
Imagination is as liable to Pain as Pleafuree 
When the Brain is hurt by any Accident, or the 
Mind difordered by Dreams or Sicknefs, the Fancy 
is over-run with wild difimal Ideas, and terrified 
with a thoutand hideous Monfters of its own fra- 
ming. 5 


Eumenidum veluti demens videt Agmina Pentheus, 
Et folem geminum, &5 duplices fe oftendere Thebas. 
Aut Agamemaonius {cenis agitatus Oreftes, 
Armatam facibus matrem &§ ferpentibus atris 

Cunt videt, ultrice(que fedent in limine Dire. Vir. 


There is not a Sight in Nature fo mortifying as that 
of a Diftraed Perfon, when his |mayination is trou- 
bled, and his whole Soul difordered and confufed., 
Babylon in Ruins is not fo melancholly a Speétacle. 
But to quit fo difagreeable a Subje@, | hall only 
confider, by way of Conclufion, what an infinite 
Advantage this Faculty gives an Almighty Being o- 
ver the Soul of Man, and how great a meafure of 
Happinefs or Mifery we are capable of receiving 
from the Imagination only. 

We have already feen the Influence that one Man 
has over the Fancy of another, and with what Eafe 
he conveys into it a Variety of Imagery; how great 
a Power then may we fuppofe lodged in him, who 
knows all the ways of affe@ting the Imagination, 
wh» can infufe what Ideas he pleafes, and fillthofe 
Ideas. with Terrour and Delight to what De- 
gree he thinks fit ? He can excite Images in 
the Mind, without the help of Words, and 
make Scenes rife up before us and feem prefent 
tothe Eye, without the Affiftance of Bodies or Ex- 
terior Obje&ts. He can tranfport the Imagination 
with fuch beautiful and glorious Vifions, as cannorg 

poflibly 
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poffibly enter into our prefent Conceptions,or haunt 
ic with fuch ghaftly Speétres-and Apparitions, as 
would make us hope for Annihilation, and think 
Exiftence no better than a Curfe. ta hort, he 
can fo exquilitely ravifh or torture the Soul through 
this ingle Faculty, 2s might fuffice to make up the 
whole Heaven or Hell of any finite Being. 

This Etiay on the Ficafures of the Imagination 
having been publifhed in feparate Papers, I fhall con- 
clude it with a Tabie of the principal Contents in 
each Paper. 


The CONTENTS. 


PAPER I. 

oy HE Perfection of cur Sight above our other Senfes. The 

Pleafures of the Imazination arife originally from Sight. 
The Pleafures of the Imagisation divided under two Heads. 
The Pleafure. of the Imagination in ‘ome refpects equal to thofe 
of the Underfiarding. The Extent of the Pleafure: of the Ima- 
gination, The Advantages a Man receives from # Relith' of 
the ¢ Pleafures. In whats e/pec they are preferable to shofe of the 
Uniderfanding. . 


PAPER fl. 


Three Sources of all the Pleafurés of the Imagination, in our ° 


Survey of outward Objelts. How what is Great pleafes the Ima- 
gination. How what is New pleafes the Imagination. How 
what is Beautiful, im cour own Species, pleajes the Imagination. 
How what is Beauritul in geueval pleafes the Tmmagination. What 
other Acciiental Crufcs may contribute to the heightening of 
thefe Pleasures. 


PAPER Ill. 

Vity the NeceTary Caule of our cemg tleafed with what is 
Great, New or beautiful, unknown, WU by the F:nal Caule more 
known and more ujeful. The Final Cavfe of our being pleaf d 
with what is Great. The rinal Caufe of our being pleafed with 
whatis New. The Final Canfe of onr er with what 
is Beautiful in gur own Spec:es. The Final Cauge of onr be- 
ing pleafed with what is Beauritel in general. 


PAPER JY. 

The Works of Nature sore pleafant to the Imagination than 
thofe of Art. The Works of Nature fill more pleafant, the more 
theyrclemble thofe of Art, The Works of Art more pleafant, the 
more they refemble thofe of Nature. Our Englith Plantations 
and Gardens conjidered in the foregoing Light, 


‘ PAPER V. 


Of ArchiteCture as it affects the Imagination. Greatnels in Ar- 
chiscciure relates either 10 the Bu'k cr tothe Mauner. Greatnefs of 
Pi:i a the Ancient Oriental Buildings. The ancient Accounts 
the /Biuldings confirmed 1. Fromtie As vantages, forraifag fr 
Works, m the firjt Ages of the World and iu the Eajlern Climates: 
2. From feveral of them which are fiill Extant. Inflances how 
Greatnels of Manner affects the Imagination. A French Au- 
ther’s Obfervation on this Subject. Why Concave and Convex 
Figures give a Greatne/s of Manner to orks of Architecture. E- 
rary ‘thing that pleases the Imagination mm Architecture is either 
Great, Beautiful or New. 


PAPER VI. 

The Secondary Pleafires of the Imagination. The feveral 
Sources of thefe Fleafwres (Statuary, Painting, Defcription and 
Mufick) compared together. The Final Caute of our receiving 
Pleafure from thefe feveral Sources. Of Defcriptions in Particn- 
lar. ‘The Power of Words over the Imagination, Vhy one Rea-. 
der more pleated with Defcripsions than another. 


PAPER VII. 
How a whole Sest of Ideas Hang together, Gc. A Natural 
Canfe affiqned for it. How to perfect the Imagination of aWri- 
ter. Whoamong the Ancient Poets bad this Faculty in stsgreat- 


oft Perfection: Homer excelled in Imagining what is Great ; Vir- 


gil im Imagining what is Beautiful ; Ovid in Imagining whats - 


New... Ouriown Coustry-man Milton, very perfed in all three 
vefpecls, ; pas ¢ 


~ 


. Crown’ in St.Paul’s Church: yard near Chea 






PAPER Vill. 
Why any thing that is unpleafant to behold, pleafes th. +: 
Pre: mh well Defcribed. Why the patel a: <. 
more Exquifite Plecfure from the Defcrijtion of whas is Gu.” 
New, or Beautiful." This Plesfure ftill heightened, if sha i, rg 
feribed raifes Paflion tx the Mind. Difagreeable Paffon, plea 
when rasfed by apt Dejcritzions, Why Terrour and Grief 
pleafing to the Mind, when excited by De/criptions, 4 jodie 
Advantage theWriters in Poetry and Fittion have to Peay 
Imagination. What Liberties are allowed them, me 


PAPER IX. 


Of that kind of Poetry which Mr. Dryden calls the f,: 
m3 of Writing. How a Poet fhould be Qualified eek 
Pleafures of the Imagination that arife from it. In this ref 
why the Moderns excell the Ancients. Why the Englifh ped, 
the Moderns. Who the Beft among vhe Englith. Of Bat 
matical Perfons. 
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PAPER X, 

What Authors pleafe the Imagination who have nothin to 
do with Fiétion. How Hiftery pleafes the Imagination. ee 
the Authors of the New Philotophy plea/e the Imagination, The 
Bounds axd Defects of the Imagination. Whether thefe Defets 
are Effential to the Im.zination. 


PAPER XI. 


How thofe pleafe the Imagination who treat of Subj 
firzGted real Matter, dy Allufions taken from i rhe; 
ons pleafing to the imxgination, Great Writers how Fal. 
ty in this refpett. Of the Art of Imagining in General, Th 
Imagination capable of Pain as well as Plenfure. In what De. 
gree the feaginacion ss capable either of Pain or Ple.sjure, 



















































































ERRATA, In Yeftercay’s Paper, Col. 3. line +3. 
Charm read Chafin. . 3. & 


ADVERTISEMENT 6S. 
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By her Majefty’s Company of Comedians,. 


Ai. the Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane, to Morrow 
being Frilay, che 4th Daycf Joly, will be prefenced a a) 
call’d The. Taming of aSnrew', «4 Suny th: Sc... The Parc of the; 
Shrew by Mrs. Bradftaw, Lord Beaufir by’Mr. Ken, Perruchio Mt, 
Mills, Geraldo Mr. Hurband, Wirl.ve Mr. Bick -rftaff, W-odell Ms. 
Johif.n, Jammy Mr. Norsis, ond Sawny che Scot by Mr. Bullock. T¢ 
which will be added the 1.!t vew Barce of one A& only call'd they 
Petticoat Plotter, che Princ'pal Parts to be perferm’d by Mr. ? alloc, Ie 
Mr. Nuns, Me.-Psck and mr. Leigh. ra 


Ju Publith’d, 


Lay .Baptifm ‘Invalid. An Effay to prove tha. 
fuch Baptitm is Nuli and Void, when Adminifter’d inop  fition to die 
Divire Right: f the Apoftnl cal Succeffion, Occafion'd eniefly bythe 
Anti-Epifcopal Ufurpatrons uf our Englith D.flenting Teachers, The [y- 

@ Edition more cortect and en'arg’d than the former. In which 
ome Notice ie taken of @ Declaration lately prepos'’d co be eft 
blifh’d. &c. With an Appendix: Wherein the bo unanfwerable 
Oj &ion of the B ---of 3- --- and ozher new Oojedions are a {wee 
ed. by a Lay Hand. To which is prefx'd a Letter to the Auther, 
by the Reverend Geo, Hickes, D. D. Printed for Herry Clemens 
a: the Hal‘-Moen in St. Paul's Church-Yard, and Sold by J. Baker’ 
in Pater ‘N_fter-Row. ‘ 

This Day is Publifhed, . } 

A Sermon Preach’d before the Univerfity of Ors. 
ford, on Whitfundays 1712. By Tho. Bliffe, B, D. Fellow of C.C.. annie 
C.  Pubdlife'd atthe R’ queft of the Vice Charccller and many cther, .; 
Oxfurd, Printed at the Theater for Henry Clemen:s, and ‘are to i gs 
S$ ld by Henry Clements at the Hslf Moon in St, Paul's Caurch-yaté. 
Where may be had his three cther Serm ne, 


Angelick Snuff: The moft noble Compofition in) 
in the Werld, rem.v ng all manner of Diforders of the Head af) 
Bian, eafing the moft excruciating Pain in a Mom nt, rakinga 
all Swinwning or G'ddinefs proceeding from Vapours, &c. alfo Dto 
finefe, Sleepinefs and other lethargick E@Qs, perteGly curirg Dest 
nefs to Admiraticn, a:id all Humours or Sorenefe in the am & i 
frengch’ning chem when weak, cer ainly cures Catarrts, or D 
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one of. Rheam, and see-dies the Teoth-ach inftently ; is excellsntly 
bencficial in Apopl& ck Fics and Falling-Sickrefs, andafluredly pre: 
vn: cbofe Diftempers; corr. botit sthe Brainy comforce the Nerve (i) 
and revives the Spirits, {is admirably Efficacy in all the aboveemet 
tion’d, Difcaf s has been experierc’d above a Thoufande:mes. andvé" 
ry jultly caufes ic to be|efeem’d the moft benefciat :Snuff i she 
World, being good for all forte of Perfons, Pricd*1 , a Paper, wih, | 
‘Dire&tiens. 80'd only at Mr. Payn’s moreee at the Angel 424, 
Cc pare ae 




























LONDON: Printed for Sem, Buckley, at the Dolphin in Little-Britain ; and 
‘Sald by 4. Baldwin in Warwick-Lané'; where Advertifcments are” taken jor: 
a a'fo he Charles Lillie, Perfomer, at the Corner of Beauford-Buildmgs 0 
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